
I talked with the eBay seller, Wayne.
http://www.ebay.com/itm/Lotus-Esprit-basic-non-op-but-great-project-car-/251802822686?forcerrptr=true&hash=item3aa09e281e&item=251802822686&pt=US_Cars_Trucks
 
I recognize the seats as being from an Esprit V8,  so they're at least in the Esprit family.   Nice, but not original.   They accommodate wider butts, provide more headroom, have inflatable lumbar support and adjustable seat back rake.   Unfortunately, the flat seat doesn't provide much lateral support during vigorous driving... like autocross.
 
*~*~*
When the aftermarket immobilizer/ alarm system was installed,  some wires in the harness had to be cut to splice in the unit.   The alarm has since died.   No additional damage occurred to the wiring harness when the alarm failed,  but removing the alarm will involve splicing wires back together.   The seller is color-blind, and wire color-codes don't work for him.   He's NOT going to fix the wiring prior to the sale, so that's something for the buyer to plan on.   Work will be down in the driver's footwell.
 
*~*~*
The seller bought it as a disassembled project, so he doesn't know all the history with certainty.   He believes the original engine was 'blown up', and a replacement block assembly was used during the rebuild.   He also believes the block is wider than original, which would indicate it's a 912 (wider Main Bearing Panel), and he believes that it's was upgraded to 2.2 liters.   He doesn't "know" details.   If you're a purist looking for a matching-numbers car,  then you should ask about the engine number.   If you lust after 2.2 power, then you should confirm the stroke (wood dowel through a sparkplug hole... rotate the crank & measure the movement).
 
From SCW's Production List:
77110539H ......... VIN (Last Federal S1 built) 
AC7771114288 .. Engine Number
White .................... Original Color
11/25/1977 .......... Build Date
 
SCW records indicate that 0539H left the factory with engine number AC7771114288.
A = Esprit
C = Standard (heater only, no A/C)
7 = 907, 2.0 liter engine
77= Year of manufacture, 1977
11 = Month of manufacture, Nov
14288 = Serial Number
 
An alternate engine number format was often used that substituted 907, or 912 for the engine designator.   My three 907s from 1978-79 all use the 907 designator.
AC777 = AC90777.   Don't get bent out of shape.
 
*~*~*
There are four oil passage plugs in the front of the head...
one left-front near an exhaust stud,
one on the front vertical face, in the lower-right corner,
two on the bottom, drilled bottom-up through the head to the cam carriers (remember the little O-rings that go between the head and cam carriers).
 
The missing oil gallery plug is the right bottom one.   The head over-hangs the block a bit, and he claims he can put a finger on the open, un-plugged hole on the bottom of the head.   He hasn't tried to install a plug, but thinks it might be possible to do it as is.   However,  the water pump infringes on that area, and he's thinking the pump may have to come off to gain working access to the oil passage.
 
The plug is common British hardware,  and available from your favorite Lotus specialist (JAE has them).     A907E6023ZC.   I believe (?) it's 1/8 BSPT,  Allen drive plug.   The bore threads must be cleaned oil-free in order to ensure a good seal, which could be difficult given the location in the oil gallery.   Then use a thread sealant (not Threadlocker), or Teflon tape to seal the threads.
 
The bigger problem might be cleaning up the mess.   It would have squirted a lot of oil (largish tapped hole at 50-60 psi start-up pressure, for ~30 seconds).   The oil gushed onto the running timing belt and the V-belts, and was then sprayed all over the front of the engine & engine bay.   Extensive clean-up will not be fun with the engine in place.   If it's not cleaned up, the car will smell like fresh motor oil.
 
The timing belt is supposed to be kept oil free as much as possible.   Incidental contamination happens, but this one has been dumped upon and soaked.   I'd replace it... and the V-belts.
 
The seller said he added a note to the auction (I couldn't find it) stating that:
The radio is missing
The engine cover is missing
The air injection pump and related plumbing is missing.   California buyers should be aware of that.
 
*~*~*
77110539H is the last entry on SCW's Esprit S1 production list.   0540H is the first entry on the S2 list.
 
So, when did S1 production officially end?   That's probably a question for Andy Graham at Lotus Cars, plc.   Personally, I don't put a lot of stock in such things;  but for those who do,  having the last Federal S1 might be more significant if the car had been kept all original.   I'm not saying it's the last.   I'm just noting it's position as the last entry on SCW's S1 production list.

Regards,
Tim Engel



From: eddie_berin@yahoo.com 
To: S1S2S3owners@yahoogroups.com
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2015 1:15 AM
Subject: [S1S2S3owners] 77 Esprit S1 non-original with engine oil plug issue

Looks interesting - Buy It Now for $5500.  No connection to me.  In Sugarloaf, CA (near Palm Springs).

http://www.ebay.com/itm/Lotus-Esprit-basic-non-op-but-great-project-car-/251802822686?forcerrptr=true&hash=item3aa09e281e&item=251802822686&pt=US_Cars_Trucks
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